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ABOUT 
OCPF







Appointed and
compensated
public employees







Fundraising in buildings
used for governmental
purposes







- The Anderson Decision
- Ch. 55, S. 22A
- Ch. 53, S. 18B







IMPROPER DISTRIBUTION: 


- Unsolicited
- Public Funds
- Election Issue







Common Applications


- Mass mailings
- Distribution via student 
backpacks
- ROBO calls
- School newsletter







OBJECTIVE
INFORMATION







Permissible distributions


- Requested by
the public


- Notification of an
upcoming election
(restricted to date, time,
place and
a brief neutral title)
Note: Call Ethics 







Permissible actions of appointed officials:
- Take a position on a ballot question
- Prepare materials in the course of their 
duties
- Hold public meetings and forums
- Distribute material at forums
- Speak to the press
- Work for a BQ committee







Public Meetings


- Speech of officials is unrestricted
- Distribution of material at meetings 
is unrestricted
- Materials may discuss, and advocate
for or against, a ballot question
- Such material may not be distributed
proactively outside the meeting







Equal Access:


Court: Political use of government 
facilities is improper, unless each side 
were given equal representation and 
access







Municipal Websites:


- Ballot question activity
may be posted


- Such material may
contain advocacy, 
but cannot take on the
appearance of a campaign 
site







Government e-mail may not be used to 
send information about ballot questions







ROBO Calls: Such a 
calling system 
should not be used to 
distribute information
or advocate concerning 
a ballot question


Time/Date/Place 
notification is OK, but 
contact Ethics







BALLOT QUESTION COMMITTEES










